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ABSTRACT

This research entitled “The Inheritance of Culture and Tradition of Thai Song
Dam in Ratchaburi Province”. The objectives of the research were 1. to analyze the
inheritance of culture and tradition of Thai Song Dam in Ratchaburi Province;
2. to propose the approaches for inheritance of culture and tradition of Thai Song Dam
in Ratchaburi Province. The research methods quantitative and qualitative methods.
The samples of the research, Were Thai Song Dam people with18 years old and above.
They domiciled in the area of 6 sub-districts, Ratchaburi Province. The sample size set
up by using Yamane's method was 365 people. The target group of each sub-district
consisted of 3 community leaders, 3 village philosophers and 3 youth leaders, totaling
54 people. The instruments used in the research included the questionnaire and
interview form. The collected data were analyzed by using percentage, mean and
standard deviation. The results of the research were as follows:

1. The samples inherited Thai Song Dam’s Culture and Tradition in all 3
aspects and at a moderate level. The averages sorted from highest to lowest were:
The cultural practices; a cultural dissemination, cultural conservation and cultural
activities were in a high level. The means from greatest to lowest were: 1. Buddhist
monk ordination was important for men as a substitute for the merit of their parents;
2. Offering food to the monks in the morning to dedicate merit for the deceased
ancestors; and 3. Being proud for dressing in Thai Song Dam’s clothes. For the target
group, it was found that 1. There were cultural practices:-Traditional Thai Song Dam’s
traditions, and paying respects to the ancestor spirits (Phi Ruen) in ceremonies of Sen
Ruean, Pattong, funerals, weddings, housewarming, summoning and dressing, together
with using Thai Song Dam’s language to communicate within their families and
communities. Besides, there were some cultures and traditions accepted from
Buddhism and Brahmins such as, ordination, Chula Kathin, offering food to monks, New
Year's Day and Songkran Festival. 2. There was a belief in traditional culture and
tradition conservation. They believed that it was a good way to showed the children's

gratitude towards their ancestor spirits. 3. There was the dissemination of village
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philosophers through telling, informing, teaching about culture and tradition, including
the beliefs about Phi Ruen. The community leaders also supported, promoted and
participated in various activities, and the youths disseminated by dancing “IngonFon
Can”, being as a tour guide to see Thai Song Dam’s way of life and informing through
social media.

2. The samples proposed some approaches to achieve the inheritance of
Thai Song Dam’s culture and tradition, and the data collection showed 28 aspects.
According to the approach of inheritance, it was arranged in order and emphasized on
these matters; including 1. The government agencies and the private sectors should
support Thai Song Dam for cultural and traditional activities. 2. The community should
organize activities for cultural and traditional transmission to the next generation
including those interested in learning and visiting the community to generate income
and increase knowledge for the community. 3. They needed talented people as being
healers including, Sen Ruean, Sork Kwan, Pang Kwan, Mae Mod and Kheuay (son in
law). For target population, they also suggested as follows: 1. The government agencies
should provide teachers for teaching Thai Song Dam’s language in all four skills,
together with training for traditional dance “Ram Kan” on youths. 2. The parents should
encourage their children to participate in cultural and traditional activities of Thai Song
Dam.

Keyword: 1. Culture, 2. Tradition, 3. Thai Song Dam, 4. Ratchaburi Province
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