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ABSTRACT

This article reviews and synthesizes conceptual literature on the “good
person-bad person” binary in Thai culture. It proposes that goodness should be
understood as a moral structure embedded in everyday life, rather than being seen
merely as an individual virtue detached from its social context. Drawing on moral
anthropology and everyday ethics, the article explains (1) how meanings of goodness
are constructed, (2) how goodness becomes a social norm, and (3) how such a moral
framework is used to classify individuals as good or bad in contemporary Thai society.
The synthesis shows that goodness does not function only as a moral ideal, but also
as a mechanism that produces legitimacy and regulates social relationships through
cultural expectations, shared ideals, and repeated practices in everyday life. At the
same time, part of the literature reveals the darker side of goodness when it is elevated
into a norm that is difficult to question, including moral superiority, moral violence,
unintentional harm, and pressure placed on those expected to be good. The article
argues that these phenomena do not arise only from individual ill intent, but are also
related to a moral structure that treats goodness as the highest standard for judging
persons. In this way, the article opens a deeper understanding of morality, conflict,
and coexistence in contemporary Thai society.

Keywords: 1. Good People-Bad People 2. Thai Culture 3. Moral Structure
4. Dark Side of Goodness 5. Contemporary Thai Society
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2. NTDULUIAALAZAITNUNIUITTUNTTH

2.1 AasITuLaLfInUN1aAAsTIN (Moral Personhood)

Tuunenuil faaunsdasssumneivaniusvesyanatigniogUuassusosiy
UFdtusmsdany dauasossauluTinUszdriuesuensiidasssumssegriunisuftiaie
YauzfiAuguLI LT ddnvalnnedadiunafiviaur s uFuazANTe USITINNG
AasTTu

Tumenyueine) Aasssullldfisandnnisuiusssy uidunszuiunismedeny
uayiansssuivdenasuyanalidugiinuevnadasssy shunsiSeus msdana uazns
YA uTAavsedrTunielduiunvesanuduiiug 8119 wavaruaanTivesdany
(Fingerhut & Prinz, 2018; Chabada, 2021) n1stiuauddslulanuisdenisiaiungeeis
\Assa¥aiity mndudendaatunisuansunumitdsauiusesiimingauuazaisaiuinis
89U5 U (Heiphetz, 2019, Szumowska & Kruglanski, 2019) LU 2@ A moral personhood
Jeaeliidiudn anuililigaantinelufiniess mnaduaausiignuouvane fudu uas
sesosruUFuILS amnuATanysiunuanunsnivarssSouguanfidsaalianudady
(Ni, 2016; Wong, 2025)

2.2 1YWY IARSITULAEITTTTNILTINUTEA T

WIYweINg1AasITHRarN1IANYIATEsIIN LT InUss T Tuanalidlafasssy
riunsUfoRaTe nnndehundndaeuniogaunisaifeuussy Aassauluyuuesined
Fukun1snszyi matadule uaznisneuaussieaniunisaiianizntludinusgsu
(Frank, 2016; Hayry, 2019) MsinduineglsivieianiuinAnd uluaniunisaisssuan W
nMsya n1siadeu Mstiewmde nsenmanidsannudauds witnlignidendeetia
n3alUnsaan (Szumowska & Kruglanski, 2019)

nsouiiieddydenisinudseslng msgAassudurusnnileoglungAngsud
AuNAkarAIsURUR 19U Aansala Anueanu wasn1silaudede 1w wgdnssy
wanivieuisluguznalanisdassauuaznalnmsdnuiithssissenuduiusidesiung
Tnedinaamadasssulidndudosgnnaifisegruiame (Choowattanapakorn, 1999;

Hettiarachchi, 2012) n1suesinuauddinusydriuiaeliiui anudldldieeauadi

a

1 1 v o v a % 1 I o = a & Al 4
gnung ey LLG]L‘UL!‘U??VIG@']UVIO?WI’]I%U?W] FIYIN LATYINHABDAITINIATIOTU “ZNL‘[JG]‘WLWIGL%

Y

Aasssuvinauluszaulaseadianazsessunisnaviuns eaudsuiunemnuliidusssule

(Kaptein, 2023; Jasso, 2017)



3esEntuITeY T UN 17 aduil 1 (Uns1ad - Tquiey 2569) 65
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3. anuauasnsInUssnnauluimusssulne
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