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Abstract

This paper aims to study factors and indications, and to determine the validity
condition and developed strategies of influential indications for students’ decision
making to study in private universities in the south of Thailand. There 4 mixed
methods applied into this research emphasize as follows: 1) document research
and interviews were to study factors and indications; 2) data obtained from 888
first year undergraduate students pursuing degrees in private institutions located in
the south was analyzed based on exploratory factors; 3) t-test was performed to
extract concurrent validity of the known group of 50 second year students whose
GPA were more than 3.00; and 4) secondary students of level 6 and other participants
interviewed were proposed to development of indication strategies by the use of
content analysis. The results shows that effect of perception on the students’ choice
of private institutions for higher education in the south comprise of 4 main factors,
15 substantial, and 105 indications. Concurrent validity of the known group figures
that out of 105 there 76 indications were agreed. The significant difference was at
.05 level. The research also reveals that development of indication strategies affecting
the students’ decision to higher education consist of 4 essential aspects within
11 approaches: 1) tuition fees (4 approaches); 2) public relations (4 approaches); 3) activity
(2 approaches); and 4) alumni networks (1 approach).

Keywords: Private institutions for higher education of south region, Branding,
Institutional marketing, Student motivation, Facilities
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