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ABSTRACT

Newborns who are admitted to the; Neonatal Intensive Care unit (NICU) and sepa-
rated from their mothers are at the high risk for disturbances in the development of mater-
nal newborn attachment. Many factors associated with non-attending of newborns in the
NICU of mothers. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to explore demographic charac-
teristics of attending and non-attending mothers of newborns in the NICU. We also exam-
ined whether these demographic factors associated with non-attending of newborns.
Forty-seven mothers whose the babies are admitted to the NICU were interviewed. The
results showed that 57% of the participahts were non-attending mothers and 43% were
attending mothers. Within the non-attendin'g mothers, the results showed that 74% had an
age range of 21-35 years; 44% earned| high school diploma degree; 67% lived with
extended families, 48% were the first iI:Jregnant women; 59% had preterm delivery
(gestation age of 28-37 weeks), 78% had i)abies with low birth weight (<2,500 grams). For
the attending mothers, the results showed ’%hat 60% had an age range of 21-35 years; 90%

earned high school diploma degree; 92% lived with extended families, 65% were the first
pregnant women; 55% had preterm deliv:ery (gestation age of 28-37 weeks), 65% had
babies with low birth weight (<2,500 grams). Neither demographic factors were statistically
significant associated with attending of n:ewborns in the NICU (p values = 0.15-0.42).

However, it is more likely that some facto:l's may be associated with the non-attending of

newborns in the NICU of mothers. Future Tesearch is needed.

|
Keywords: Newborn Newborn in neonatal intensive care Caring of newborn

Mother of newborn in neonatall intensive care unit
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